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That's why welfare reform must include
a national campaign against teen pregnancy
and the toughest possible enforcement of our
child support laws, along with the require-
ment that people on welfare will have to get
off of it and go to work after a specified pe-
riod of time. It also means that if you're going
to require that, there has to be a job there
for them and support for people who are
working to raise their children in the proper
way.

I've worked on this welfare reform issue
for 14 years, since | first became Governor
of my State. I've worked with other Gov-
ernors, with Members of Congress from both
parties, but most importantly with people on
welfare and people who've worked their way
off of it. I know that most people out there
on welfare don't like it a bit, would give any-
thing to get off, and really want to be good,
hardworking citizens and successful parents.

There are a lot of ideas out there for re-
forming welfare. Some are really good, and
some are just political attention-getters.
Since | became President, I've worked hard
on this. I've already introduced welfare re-
form legislation in the last session of Con-
gress. We've also given 20 States relief from
cumbersome Federal bureaucracy rules so
that they can pursue welfare reform on their
own. We've done that for more States than
the previous two administrations combined.

There’s still some disagreement about
what we ought to do, but everybody agrees
that the system is badly broken and needs
to be fixed. It's a bad deal for the taxpayers
who pay the bills, and it's a worse deal for
the families who are permanently stuck on
it.

Two days ago, after meeting with Gov-
ernors from both the Democratic and Re-
publican Parties, 1 announced that we're
going to host a national bipartisan working
session on welfare reform at the White
House in January. | call for this session as
a first step in an honest and forthright discus-
sion about America’s welfare system and how
to fix it. It’s not going to be easy, but our
responsibility to the American people is to
put aside partisan differences and to turn our
full attention to the problems at hand. The
American people deserve a Government that
honors their values and spends their money
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wisely and a country that rewards people who

work hard and play by the rules. Working

together, that's what we can give them.
Thanks for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 6:19 p.m. on
December 8 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
10.
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Good morning. We have just completed
the first working session of our summit on
trade and economic integration. We are off
to an excellent start. The 34 democratically
elected leaders of our hemisphere have
agreed to establish a free trade area of the
Americas. This historic step will produce real
opportunities for more jobs and solid, lasting
prosperity for our peoples.

The agreement is specific and concrete.
We have set the year 2005 as our deadline
for negotiating a free trade area, and we have
agreed that there will be real progress before
the end of the century. The agreement will
cover a comprehensive list of areas, from tar-
iffs on goods and services to tariffs on goods,
to services, to agricultural and intellectual
property. We have set a highly detailed time-
table that will include regular meetings of
our ministers for trade. Talks will begin next
month.

In less than a decade, if current trends
continue, this hemisphere will be the world’s
largest market, more than 850 million con-
sumers buying $13 trillion worth of goods
and services. When our work is done, the
free trade area of the Americas will stretch
from Alaska to Argentina. It is the key build-
ing block in our creation of a partnership for
prosperity. It will build upon the many bilat-
eral and multilateral agreements already ex-
isting between our nations.

We want to replace the many conflicting
and different trade and other regulatory
agreements with one that is consistent, while
making sure to assist smaller economies in
transition. We will ask the Organization of
American States and the Inter-American De-
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velopment Bank to assist in this transition
and integration. And we have pledged that
our free trade area of the Americas will not
raise new barriers to nations outside our re-
gion and will be fully consistent with the
rules of the World Trade Organization. We
have reaffirmed our commitment to make
our individual trade and environmental poli-
cies mutually supportive and to further se-
cure the observance and promotion of work-
ers’ rights.

Let me emphasize, none of us—none of
us—underestimates the hard work ahead.
But from the leaders of our hemisphere’s
largest economies to the smallest, we believe
the rewards will be great and very much
worth the effort. We believe the agreement
we have made today to launch the free trade
area of the Americas will produce more jobs,
higher incomes, and greater opportunities for
all of our people.

From here we’re going to a working lunch,
where we'll discuss issues affecting sustain-
able development. Our final session this
afternoon will focus on the steps we will take
to strengthen our democracies. | can think
of no more appropriate way to end this day,
the anniversary of the adoption of the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights.

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Gardens at Vizcaya.

Remarks on Signing the CONCAUSA
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Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
To my colleagues, the leaders of the Central
American nations, I am very pleased to join
you today in signing the Conjunto
Centroamericano-USA or, in shorthand,
CONCAUSA. The United States is proud to
become a partner in your alliance to promote
sustainable economic growth. This declara-
tion is the product of farsighted leadership
by the nations of Central America.

A little over a year ago, when | hosted
many of you at the White House, you pro-
posed to establish an alliance for sustainable
development. Just 9 months later you made
good on your pledge. This alliance is a re-
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markable sign of the powerful transformation
you have achieved in Central America. You
have demonstrated strength and energy in
bringing your people together to resolve con-
flicts peacefully and turning your attention
to creating new economic opportunity in
your nations.

As the Vice President said, this alliance is
already demonstrating that democracy, eco-
nomic growth, and concern for the environ-
ment are complementary goals. Now,
through CONCAUSA, all our nations will co-
operate on a wide range of concrete pro-
grams. These include supporting protected
areas from northern Guatemala to eastern
Panama, phasing out the use of lead in gaso-
line, and strengthening environmental laws
and enforcement.

We will also work to harmonize environ-
mental rules to facilitate trade and invest-
ment. And | am committed to seeking
prompt congressional passage of the interim
trade program.

Your Excellencies, the United States is
proud to join your partnership to promote
sustainable development. This is a new day
of cooperation between the United States
and Central America, and we urge other na-
tions to follow our lead. So many of the chal-
lenges we face know no borders, and we must
unite to meet them.

Now I'd like to invite to the microphone
the Secretary of the Central American na-
tions, President Figueres.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately 5
p.m. on the East Terrace at Vizcaya. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Jose Maria
Figueres of Costa Rica.

Remarks at the Concert of the
Americas in Miami
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Thank you. Thank you, Michael, my fellow
leaders of the Americas and their families,
and to all of our distinguished guests tonight.
I know you all join me in a heartfelt thanks
to David Salzman and to our friend Quincy
Jones and all the wonderful entertainers from
all over our hemisphere who made us so
wonderfully happy tonight.



